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The third semester I took the following three interdisciplinary courses: ‘Vergleichende 

Sprachwissenschaften’ with Dr. Heinz Sieburg, ‘Art History’ with PhD Student Floor 

Koeleman and ‘Geschichte der römischen Kaiserzeit II’ with Dr. Andrea Binsfeld.  

‘Vergleichende Sprachwissenschaften’ was quite a challenge. The professor gave us 

the choice between an exam or a paper. I choose a paper, facing an unknown world of German 

academics. The course focused on essential Linguistic features and comparing them between 

various language systems. One particular subject peaked my interest, however. It was the world 

of artificial languages, especially Esperanto, and thus I choose it as my thesis for the upcoming 

paper. The advantage of writing a paper, instead of an exam, was the fact that I could work 

with English academic documents, quote them and take my time. Hence, this interplay between 

German and English successfully depicts a certain interdisciplinary approach.  

‘Geschichte der römischen Kaiserzeit II’ was an interesting course and showed a certain 

ambiguity in the Historical field. Yet, even though the course was quite informative, there were 

no links made with any of the material used in English studies. Nevertheless, the knowledge 

about several Roman emperors and their life, are information that can help me in the future.  

‘Art History’, on the other hand, was a fun course yet unstructured. I have not retained 

much knowledge about this course. The teacher was obviously unexperienced and struggled 

with keeping the class attentive. She would try to start a discussion, but once the discussion 

started, she would simply nick her head and say yes, or struggle answering. However, once the 

teacher feels more confident and finds a suitable structure for the course, her knowledge will 

prevail.  

Nevertheless, I took one more course this semester that I would position above the other 

interdisciplinary courses. ‘Literatur und Philosophie der Aufklärung’ with Dr. Oliver Kohns. 

This course, which I took as related field, was quite charming. He did not simply introduce us 

to, arguably, famous concepts and authors of the enlightenment, but also modern critique from 

scholars. We were able to define the Enlightenment as an ambiguous movement, that rather 

than creating own texts, often reused old established tales, such as ‘Die Ringparabel’ in 

Lessing’s Nathan der Weise or ‘Die Virginia-Episode’ in Lessing’s Emilia Galotti. A 

movement that switched values of society, and tried to abstain from superstition, and often 

Christianity, even though Christianity has, perhaps, helped them because their ideology was 

the eradication of superstition too. Furthermore, the term ‘Bürgerliches Trauerspiel’, which is 

often defined as a staple genre of the German drama, has its root in an English text and English 

author. This critical view and yet admiration, is something I wish to uphold in future projects 

and essays. Dr. Kohns further enhanced my appreciation with literature and the academic 
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environment, proving again that different values and viewpoints can only help in building one 

owns believe.   


